MEDIA REPRESENTATION AND THE GHANAIAN YOUTH
Wilberforce S. Dzisah1
Abstract
Media portrayal of the youth in most socie es, par cularly Ghana, over the years
has been one of controversy. The percep on of the youth as being dangerous,
reckless and posing a threat to the future of the na on has been the main driver
for this study. Using a well-thought out objec ve and research ques ons, this
paper has strived to tease out some useful understandings concerning no ons of
crime, violence, educa on and poli cs rela ve to the youth in Ghana as
represented in the Ghanaian media/press. In these contested construc ons, a
well thought-out research methodology involving both quan ta ve and
qualita ve methods were used to address the issues framing the study. While the
quan ta ve aspect used content analysis to help unpack sta s cal variables, the
qualita ve dimension involving textual analysis delved into aspects of literary
deployments that provide ample tes mony of the representa ons of the youth.
The analysis indicated that images of youth involved in criminal ac vi es were
dominant in the media/press. Most of the images presented about young people
are not just quan ta vely dominated by a one-sided nega ve image of youth, but
also to some degree, qualita vely exaggerated and misleading.
Keywords: Media/press, Representa on, Young, Ci zens, Youth
Introduc on
This study inves gates the representa on of young people in two Ghanaian
newspapers - Daily Graphic and Daily Guide - in the run-up to and the a ermath of
the 2008 Ghana's general elec on. To do this, the study used a combina on of
both quan ta ve and qualita ve research methods. The quan ta ve method
centred on content analysis, whereas cri cal discourse analysis was the focus of
the qualita ve research method. Using the systema c sampling method of data
collec on, the study accessed all ar cles published in the two newspapers during
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the s pulated period. This provided room for the quan ﬁca on of a large number
of ar cles for analysis, permea ng a representa ve pa ern and sample of the
en re popula on, ed to the targeted ques ons of concern to the study. The
cri cal ques ons that this study strived to address include the following:
a)
b)
c)
d)
e)

What is the level of representa on of young people in stories of the
two newspapers over the research period?
What stories about young people dominate the two newspapers?
What kind of portrayal is dominant in the newspapers?
Is there any persistently prevalent imagery of young people in the
newspapers?
What pla orms are made available for young people to interact with the
news media?

The Ghanaian media's twenty-ﬁve years marriage to democracy a er the return to
cons tu onal democracy in 1992 has been their liberalisa on. This phenomenon
has witnessed some form of segrega on, mostly indica ve of the manner in which
news items appear in the media, par cularly the print media (newspapers). These
involve the state and private press. Wri ng about the state press, Jennifer Hasty, in
her concurrent analysis of the private and state media in Ghana avers that it “is
prac sed in a ghtly regulated space largely within the domain of the state”
(Hasty, 2005: 124). The private press, on the other hand, seem to be on a regular
mission to unleash cynical a acks on the ac vi es of government, scru nise and
cri cise their policies and also expose wrongdoing, which would have been
concealed by the state press. This prac ce is intensely made manifest when these
media organisa ons are not aligned to or suppor ve of the ruling government.
Curiously, several of these private media have some forms of associa on with
various poli cal par es and so lt their stories to favour them. Consequently,
ci zens who declare openly, their connec ons with poli cal par es are
constructed in the news according to the poli cal inclina ons of the medium
represen ng them. Such representa ons are mostly reﬂec ve of the overarching
poli cal leanings of the media owners. Explaining the prac cal trace of this style of
repor ng, Hasty (2005: 142), observes that unlike state journalists, private
journalists in Ghana “escape the subtle mechanisms of state control and
surveillance over their work while nego a ng the diﬀerent poli cal and
professional agendas of their editors who are more poli cally and professionally
insulated.”
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Christened as the Fourth Estate by Edmund Burke (McQuail, 2005), the media are
charged with the responsibility of giving a fair and unequivocal representa on to
all classes of people in society. Posing as a challenge, media prac oners are
confronted with the construc on of ci zens' images in the news. Furthermore,
being at the forefront of giving a voice to the voiceless and se ng the agenda for
the people, it means the news media are in charge of se ng the tone for public
debates and discussions about ci zens and, in a way, decide how speciﬁc
segments of the public should be seen and appreciated.
The Ghanaian press has been inﬂuen al and instrumental in informing the “public
about the youth” (Muncie, 1999: 9). The press ins gates public a en on towards
young people by echoing speciﬁc labels and images a ached to them, mostly
based on prevailing social occurrences. Most press portrayals of the youth in
Ghana appear to be mostly nega ve. Reporters some mes do this by distor ng or
sensa onalising news stories that have some connec ons with young people.
Thus, the youth outlook assumes a very unfriendly social posi on, making the
larger society associate mainly dangerous acts, fear, harm and pictures of social
misﬁt with young people. Such descrip ons, situa ons and construc ons are seen
diﬀerently in news stories, with images of young people generally characterised by
the medium's ideological and poli cal establishment.
Armed with this informa on, this study sets out to explore young people's
engagement with the media/press. It, speciﬁcally, a empts to unravel the mystery
involving the rela onship between young people and the press in Ghana, based on
their descrip on, appearance and construc on in newspapers in pre and postelec on periods. This is to be done through a compara ve analysis of youth stories
recorded in two Ghanaian newspapers – the Daily Graphic and Daily Guide. The
Daily Graphic is a state-owned newspaper, arguably the most popular, widely read
and highest circula ng newspaper in the country. It is closely followed by the Daily
Guide, which is a tabloid and the leading private newspaper, as noted by the 2007
African Media Development Ini a ve Report (AMDI, 2007). These two
newspapers are selected for the study because of their eminent posi ons in the
market and in par cular due to their varied ownership and diverse style of
repor ng. The period under review covers two months before the 2008 elec on
(October and November 2008) and two months a er the same elec on (January
and February 2009).

64

JOCMAS 4th Edi on

Representa on of ci zens in the media
The factors responsible for the success or otherwise of the individual could vary.
Yet, their portrayal, either by the media or society in general, cannot be glossed
over. This is predicated on the transforma ve power of the media to shape and
mould behaviour, either posi vely or nega vely. Observa ons made by academics
and researchers have it that “media representa ons do not merely reﬂect the
world but also construct our understandings of it” (cited in Lewis, Inthorn and
Wahl-Jorgenses, 2005: 8). The media can, thus, be seen as agents, responsible not
only for the representa on or reﬂec on of public opinion, but also their
construc on (ibid).
The intensity of media reports about speciﬁc groups of ci zens epitomizes the
traits society brands that group with. In context, the social branding of ci zens is
“heavily dependent on the way they are represented in the news media” (Lewis,
Inthorn and Wahl-Jorgenses, 2005: 31). This signals the wider social signiﬁcance
that media representa ons have on societal dialec cs of individuals and groups.
Despite that, it is essen al that the voices of ci zens are represented in the media.
And their representa on for whatever mo ves must be seen as a conveyance of an
incontestable integra on into the democra c process (ibid). This level of
integra on must be synonymous with the roles they are expected to play as
ci zens in the democra c process.
And in furtherance of this, it must be noted that the media “do not simply reﬂect
reality, but deﬁne it in a speciﬁc way” (Muncie, 1999: 10). The suspicion over
media portrayal needs to alert its disciples to the dangers of its potency to make
and unmake. In this case, while the media is seen as a “conduit for the
transmission of certain meanings” (Bovil and Livingston, 1999: 2) and
subsequently the “metaphor behind public concern over undesirable or harmful
contents” (ibid: 2), ci zens, undoubtedly, do not have control over the contents of
the media, neither do they determine what is wri en about them.
In any case, ci zens' interac on with the media, through the provision of a
communica ve space, is a healthy syndrome for any meaningful democracy.
Therefore, there should be an available pla orm that could oﬀer people the
opportunity to respond or contribute to media discussions and debates. The
compara ve analysis of youth stories in the Daily Graphic and Daily Guide thus
provide an eviden al basis for the inclusion or aliena on of young people in the
contribu on to issues of na onal concern. This par cipatory approach (Sparks,
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2007) requires an equal opportunity and open access to the media, as it will
provide people with a voice which actually addresses what it means to be part of
the sort of social changes that they experience daily. But to be able to contribute to
and deliberate meaningfully on debates in the media, ci zens should be regarded
as “ra onal, and knowledgeable, ac ve and informed” (Cammaerts, 2007: 3).
Conversely, since media projec ons of young people seems to be largely those of
trouble-makers and fun-driven beings, it is plausible they do not ghtly ﬁt into the
category of ra onal, ac ve and informed ci zens, capable of contribu ng to issues
of the na onal good (ibid). The spotlight on young people is, in view of their social
propaga ons, oriented towards the development of strategies reserved for the
redemp on of their ta ered images, which drives them to lean on their selfinterests at the displeasure of issues of common good.
The Sociology of Youth
The term youth is a highly contested one. It “is far more complicated than a single
word inevitably implies” (Miles, 2000: 1), depriving it of its propensity to be
generalised. In this case, conceptualising the concept appears to be a struggle, as
scholars and researchers, who have a empted to deﬁne it, have no op on but
oﬀer diﬀerent and conten ous perspec ves on what they think it entails. It is
therefore diﬃcult to come to terms with a unanimous acknowledgement of what
it means to be a young person, par cularly in this contemporary world, where
there are tremendous changes in their lifestyles (ibid).
Congruent to these claims of diverse interpreta ons to its concep on lies the
sociology of youth, which presents an understanding, not only of what it means to
be a young person, but also the extent to which social life has been ordered and
how it has evolved over me. According to Miles (2000: 10), “youth becomes li le
more than a term describing an undiﬀeren ated mass of people of similar age
experiencing similar things.” Based on this thought, the term should not be limited
to the descrip on of a group on the basis of age. In other words, age should not be
the sole barometer with which youthfulness is measured. Arguments have it that
though age gives a broad idea of the concept, it “cannot be a precise deﬁni on”
(Coleman, 1992: 8). Therefore, it is empirical, on the basis of this arrangement, to
state that “youth is related to age but not determined by it” (Miles, 2000: 11).
To further understand the sociology of youth, the territory of the concept should
be extended to the “rela onship to the la er stages of childhood and the early
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stages of adulthood” (Cushion, 2006: 17). This stage of transi on from childhood
to adulthood oﬀers the individual an opportunity to be be er placed in society and
“to be clear about when and how they should assume adult roles and
responsibili es” (Coleman, 1992: 9). But, what ﬁrst came to be known as the
tradi onal “transi on from childhood to adulthood” (Stefansson, 2009: 355) is
short lived or be er s ll has been submerged, preven ng the accentua on of an
obtrusive path for the perceived adult roles to be assumed.
Subsequent to this uncertainty, there is a mul ple percep on a ributed to the
youth outlook. And with their posi on not glaringly established within the “adult
world” (Brown, 1998: 1), they are “always” (Thurlow, 2005: 1) seen as either “too
young or too old” (ibid: 1). This pushes them into a ﬂux, where they are “caught
between adult mythologies of 'childhood innocence' and 'adult sophis ca on'”
(ibid). For example, due to “the sorts of characteris cs associated with them”
(Miles 2000: 8), the dominant youth culture has fallen short of its accolade, in light
of contemporary youthful behavioural demonstra ons, ostensibly establishing a
catalogue of “all social groups under the age of sixty” (ibid: 8) as youth. There
seems to be no clear diﬀerence between the deeds of all classes of people under
the age of sixty- they are considered similar, if not the same.
The controversial meaning underpinning this claim stems from the a ribu on of
some exposi ons which are the preserve of adults, now embedded in the realm of
the youth (ibid). This has compelled the adult world to establish the youth as too
“old”, due to their capability of venturing into areas par cularly reserved for
adults. For instance, in recent mes, young people have sex, drink and have fun at
very early stages; these were predominantly adult-centred exhibi ons. Seen as
“too young” on the other hand, they now spend a longer me in school for
instance, in the course of which they s ll depend on their parents for support
(Coleman, 1992).
According to some proponents of adolescence, it is a stage that should be
described as one of “transi on” (ibid: 10; Hill and Tisdall, 1997: 115). As Coleman
(1992: 10) posits, the change, associated with adolescence, “results from the
opera on of a number of pressures.” These pressures that he iden ﬁes as internal
and external determine the failure or success of changing from childhood to
adulthood. He views “psychological and emo onal” aspects of the individual as
the component of the internal, while he categorises the pressures that “originate
from the peers, parents, teachers and society at large” (Coleman, 1992: 11) as
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external. Drawing a line between the two, Coleman perceives the external
pressures as being weigh er than the internal in the transforma on of the
individual. He maintains that the external pressures serve as a catalyst that transit
the “individual towards maturity at a faster rate” (ibid: 11).
Young people and the Ghanaian media/press
In any case, the Ghanaian media have been inﬂuen al and instrumental in
informing the “public about the youth” (Muncie, 1999: 9). As ac ve players and
“primary deﬁners” (Hall et al., 1978: 58), they could be said to set the tone for
public debates about the youth and in furtherance, ins gate public a en on
towards them. This they do by echoing speciﬁc labels and images to be a ached to
the youth based on prevailing occurrences.
The media's interest in the youth must be seen to “represent a major investment
for society” (McRossie, 1993, cited in Miles, 2000: 1). This explains society and the
media's interest in the ac vi es of young people. Young people act as a
“barometer of social change” (Miles, 2000: 2) and as such, are the foremost
concern of the drama c transforma ons that aﬀect modern society and their daily
experiences.
Notwithstanding this situa on and prelude of the youth culture as being nega ve,
this tradi onal no on of the nega ve values in the media remain the foci in
perpetua ng such imageries. The no on is deepened by the belief that youth “is
contemporaneously expected to be an age of deviance, disrup on and
wickedness” (Brown, 1998: 3). The behaviour of youths are pinned down by the
media as those that are at serious odds with their purported role of ac ng as a
vehicle for the transporta on of societal values to other genera ons (Ibid).
Subjec ng the contemporary youth pursuit to intellectual discourse, however,
uproots the convic on that not every young person is expected to be a deviant
(Wilson and Ashton, 2001). From their perspec ve, commi ng an oﬀence is an
inevitable aspect of the life of every young person. This does not mean that any
young person who commits an oﬀence, irrespec ve of the gravity, is out of control
or a problem for society. The varied nature and the involvement of par cular
youths across diﬀerent cultures/se ngs, in overt ac vi es and at diﬀerent mes
are expected to give rise to society's expecta ons of them. It is, therefore, best to
dis nguish between diﬀerent group of oﬀenders within these sub cultures, as
opposed to the collec ve scru ny of youth and the persistent view point that
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“every young person who commits an oﬀence is 'out of control' and a menace to
society” (ibid: 67).
Towing the line of the regular style of report and depic on of young people, the
Ghanaian media, through their interpreta on of the ac ons of young people,
o en describe them as a “problem” (Brown, 1998: 1). By this descrip ve labelling,
it “increases the public percep on that they are 'troublesome' and liable to
succumb to the excesses of drug and alcohol dependency and, of course,
violence” (Miles, 2000: 71), Such narra ves and interpreta ons by the Ghanaian
media have led to the harves ng of a substan al increase in the number of young
people's engagement in acts that are incongruous with the expecta ons of society
(ibid).
It is must be noted that not all youths can be engaged in acts that do not conform
to societal norms and values. But the construc on of young people in the
Ghanaian media seems to portray them as a collec ve group, experiencing
and/taking part in similar things. Most of these media representa ons are “not
just quan ta vely dominated by a one-sided image of youth, but that the image is
qualita vely exaggerated and misleading” (Stefansson, 2009: 11). This revela on
draws closer, the inferen al claim that “the behaviour of a delinquent or an social fringe has unfortunately been extended to characterise their whole
genera on” (ibid: 10).
Young people and the poli cal process
As observed by Coleman and Blumler (2009), media reports have revealed the
dangerous tendency and unwillingness of most young people to take part in the
poli cal process. This is not surprising if analysed from the point of certain
inhibi ng factors and more par cularly from the representa ons they receive in
the media. There is a strong correla on to explain their disinterest in the poli cal
as a result of the “unease with contemporary democracy” (ibid, 2009: 2). As
ci zens, they feel “frustrated” (ibid) because they are not given the desired
recogni on as people who can contribute towards the growth of their socie es
(ibid).
Clearly, the feeling of seclusion and seemingly elusive aliena on by the news
media in not giving them a posi ve voice is partly responsible. The young, if we
contextualise the posi on of Coleman and Blumler (ibid), expect the media to
celebrate them as sources of news when their views are to be sought on issues of
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crime, war, and perhaps on the economy. The absence of this recogni on could be
said to be responsible for the par cipatory poli cal malaise- disinterest.
With this panic treatment of young people as non-ci zens, instead of
concentra ng on issues of the general good, the youth are purported to give more
prominence to trivial issues, which hold no promise of posi ve impact on their
lives (Cushion, 2006). A clearly paradoxical situa on, Cushion, in responding to this
occurrence, posits that the youth are more associated with “leisure-based and
consumer driven pursuits as opposed to the rights and responsibili es inherent in
ci zenship” (Cushion, 2006: 33).
The poli cal debility iden ﬁed among the youth is seen to be aﬀec ng the
democra c process but to the beneﬁt of other variables. Making reference to a
study which saw most young people cas ng more votes in a reality television
programme than in an elec on, Lewis et al (2005: 3) ques on the responsibility of
the youth in rela on to their par cipa on in the democra c process in modern
mes. They write:
If many young people are more interested in using their votes to take part
in the reality TV shows than to elect the people who decide whether they
are at war or peace, who make the laws that govern them and how public
money should be spent, what is to become of democracy?
Generally, there has been a drama c decrease in the par cipa on of the public in
elec ons in recent mes, “par cularly with respect to the involvement of young
people” (Carter and Allan, 2005: 73). This ﬁnding by Carter and Allan (ibid) is very
alarming indeed if the premise is accepted that the youth cons tute the bulwark
of the future of democracy in a fast democra sing world.
Research Methods
The paper deploys appropriate research methods within the quan ta ve and
qualita ve ﬁelds for the study: content and textual analyses. The selec on of
methods for the study was informed by the aims of the research and “the nature of
the enquiry and type of informa on required” (Henn, Weinstein and Foard, 2006:
20). The quan ta ve method in this study employed content analysis. The choice
of quan ta ve method is of signiﬁcance as it deals with sta s cal precision in
research outcomes (Wimmer and Dominick, 2006: 50). It is complemented by the
qualita ve method, that is, textual analysis. The purpose is to add depth and to
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plug gaps, which the quan ta ve approach is unable to deal with. Henn, Weinstein
and Foard (2006) argue that it helps to “overcome any deﬁciencies that may derive
from a dependence upon any one par cular single method” and overcome bias
(ibid: 20). The textual analy cal dimension, proceeding from Rosengren (1981)
and Fairclough (1995) helped to explicate the wri en texts of the sampled
newspapers' stories. The text concept, according to Rosengren (1981) is o en
restricted to “linguis c means of expression and wri en language” (ibid: 28). In
se ling on this method, l had in mind the applica on of analy cal seman cs.
Analy cal seman cs, Rosengren argues, is very essen al in dealing with analysed
texts because the idea of “correct” interpreta on of a text does not arise, but
rather that which makes some “reasonable interpreta ons of a text” (ibid: 29).
The argument, based on seman c presupposi on, is that “language and thereby
the text has an open structure, which always makes it possible to create new
perspec ves and new precisa ons of the text” (ibid). Fairclough (1995: 54-56)
also argues for the use of language and communica on in their socio-cultural
context. In other words, language usage assists in represen ng a given social
prac ce from a par cular point of view. It must be noted that as a means of
communica on, texts play an important role in ge ng meanings across to an
audience. Thus, focusing on it in this study led to underscoring the meaning
underpinning the descrip ons of and informa on on young people in the Daily
Guide and Daily Graphic.
In all, six major areas were iden ﬁed and integrated into the coding sheet:
frequency for newspaper ar cles, types of ar cles, sources of stories, youth and
poli cs, youth and educa on, youth and crime.
Analysis and Findings
This study inves gated the representa ve pa ern of young people in two
Ghanaian newspapers - Daily Graphic and Daily Guide, two months before
(October and November 2008) and two months a er (January and February 2009)
the December 2008 Ghanaian general elec on. This four-month period was
chosen in order to be abreast of the roles, performances, construc ons and
discussions concerning young people in the press before and a er the elec ons.
A er subjec ng the stories to a cri cal scru ny, two hundred and ninety one (291)
of them were se led on for analysis.
The newspapers' banner headlines served as a mo va ng factor in the selec on of
stories, since that is the intersec on point of the newspaper and the reader, trailed
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by the relevance of the story to the research project. Most importantly, the
headlines ar culated a detailed clue of the interconnectedness between what was
being looked for and the actual content of the newspaper. Table 1 synthesises
what was found in the two newspapers.
Table 1. Frequency for newspaper ar cles about young people covered by Daily
Graphic and Daily Guide
November
2008
(Frequency)
25
(27.7%)

January
2009
(Frequency)
12
(13.3%)

February
2009
(Frequency)
19
(21.1%)

Total

Daily
Guide

October
2008
(Frequency)
34
(37.7%)

Daily
Graphic

34
(16.9%)

59
(29.3%)

52
(25.8%)

56
(27.8%)

201

Total

68

84

64

75

291

90

Table 1 is an interpreta on of the number of ar cles on young people that found
their way into the Daily Guide and Daily Graphic, before and a er the 2008
Ghanaian general elec on. Daily Guide is a tabloid published throughout the
week, except on Sundays. It is made up of a total of 32 pages on each of the days
the paper appears on the news stand. Daily Graphic, on the other hand, is a
broadsheet, with its publica ons, like Daily Guide, spanning the week, except
Sundays. On Mondays, this newspaper comprises 64 pages due to the loads of
adver sements and news stories they have at their disposal, prior to that day's
publica on. From Tuesday to Saturday, the paper has 56 pages.
As the contents of the Table above suggest, Daily Guide recorded a total of ninety
(90) youth stories, 34, represen ng 37.7 percent in October; 25, represen ng 27.7
percent in November; 12, represen ng 13.3 percent in January and 19,
represen ng 21.1 per cent in February. The whole coverage was a substan a on
of intermi ent representa on. For instance, in October 2008, the ﬁrst story
appeared on the third day with the opening headline, UCC Opens Snack Bar.
During this period, young people were reasonably represented. However, there
were no stories reported on the 1st and 2nd day of that month.
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In November, Daily Guide followed a similar pa ern as that of its October version.
This me, four stories appeared on the 1st day, with the last story recorded on the
th
nd
rd
th
th
th
th
th
th
nd
28 . There were no stories covered on the 2 , 3 , 9 , 10 , 14 , 15 , 16 , 17 , 22 ,
rd
th
th
th
23 , 24 , 29 and 30 .
January was a “dead period” for youth stories in the newspaper. With its lowest
recording of twelve stories, nothing more can be said of such an occurrence than
that of a non-reasonable representa on. For February, the coverage was abysmal,
since the coverage did not follow any interes ng pa ern- the stories were roughly
distributed. For instance, between 1st and 19th February, there were only three
stories.
In Daily Graphic's report, there was devo on of a sizeable amount of space for the
representa on of young people. This is made manifest in its 201 stories covered
within the four-month period- 34 (16.9 percent), 59 (29.3), 52 (25.8 percent) and
56 (27.8 percent) - signifying October, November, January and February
respec vely. The pa ern of repor ng was well-spread, an ascrip on of the
regularity in the forms that the stories appeared. In October, for example, even
though the newspaper had the least number of stories on young people, these
stories were well set out. In other words, although youth stories did not
simultaneously appear on the pages of the newspaper, on the whole, the coverage
was such that the ﬂow was incontestably reasonable. The ﬁrst story during this
month was reported on the 2nd, with the last one on the 31st.
The November edi on of the newspaper had about ﬁve percent stories more than
that of its October publica on. There was a fair shape of youth construc on during
this period. Again, almost each day observed the presence of youth stories.
Nevertheless, there was a fall in the coverage of youth stories in January a er
November, but the mould or appearance was orderly. With a two per cent increase
a er January, February also depicted a considerable representa on of youth
stories.
From the data generated, it is obvious that the co-existence and inter-reliant
characteris cs that permeate the precincts of young people and the press remains
solid. That is, newspapers will not do without young people; neither can young
people escape the a en on of the media/press.
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Table 2: Types of ar cles recorded in the newspapers
News
Feature Editorial Opinions/
Total
ar cles
comments/
le ers-to
the-editor

Daily
Guide
Daily
Graphic
Total

88

-

-

02

90

189

10

01

01

201

277

10

01

03

291

Table 2 sought to trace the most prevailing form of youth representa on in the two
newspapers. News ar cles remained a clearly signiﬁcant means of youth
construc on in the newspapers. 277 ar cles out of the total, 291, recorded during
the period were news items; 10 were feature ar cles, all of which were reported
by the Daily Graphic; one editorial, also carried by the Daily Graphic and ﬁnally 3
ar cles comprising opinions, comments/ and le ers addressed to the editor.
From the data generated, there is conﬁrma on to the eﬀect that the newspapers
do not designate any speciﬁc space or pages for the discussion or delibera on on
ma ers that relate to young people. What should not be lost sight of is the fact that
the feature ar cles, editorial and opinion and comment pieces that were seen in
the papers were mostly in response to recurring and sensi ve issues that had
a racted heated public debates. With most of these debates at the ini a on of
the press, there is conﬁrma on of Lewis et al.'s (2005: 8) point about the press
being responsible, not only for the representa on or reﬂec on of public opinion,
but also their construc on.
Table 3: Sources of the newspapers' ar cles
Youth

Daily
10
Guide
Daily
17
Graphic
Total
27

74

Poli cians
Professional
and
bodies
government
27
30

NGOs Academics Religious Journalists
bodies
12

09

02

90

80

75

18

07

04

201

107

105

30

16

06

291
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The uncontested role “primary deﬁners” (Hall et al., 1978: 58) play towards the
integra on of ci zens into news items was the driving force for the inclusion of
sources in the coding. As noted by Hall et al, primary deﬁners are relied upon by
ci zens for expert knowledge, explana ons and commentaries about unfolding
events.
According to Table 3, the sources of youth stories in the two newspapers were
drawn across the limits of young people themselves, poli cians and government,
professional bodies, non-governmental organisa ons (NGOs), academics,
religious bodies and journalists. On a purely sta s cal basis, it has been proven
that journalists set the ball rolling on discussions about young people. As agenda
se ers, most of the journalis c discussions put up, centred on the old nega ve
tags a ached to the youth outlook through their engagement with socially
unacceptable ac vi es, mostly alterna ng between fun and trouble. This is not a
surprise though, since from the literature review, Muncie (2004: 7) has indicated
that the media/press have a dispensa on for tagging young people with “images
of dangerousness.”
Table 4: Youth and Poli cs
October November
Daily Guide 06
08
Daily
01
03
Graphic
Total
07
11

January
04
04

February
02
03

Total
30
11

08

05

41

Throughout the period, the total number of stories in the two newspapers (41)
concerning young people over the research period is enough to argue that the
media do pay par cular a en on to that aspect of youth repor ng. Apart from
that, young people's willingness to be part of the process was insigniﬁcant. Their
“unease with contemporary democracy” (Coleman and Blumler, 2009: 2) appears
to be the major cause, intensiﬁed by their misrepresenta on, even during the
period. For youth stories that were able to catch the a en on of the newspapers,
special inferences are drawn from them. They span poli cians using the youth, in
most cases students, as a vehicle to convey their poli cal messages; young
people themselves calling for peace, to authori es appealing to young people
to eschew violence on the day of elec on.
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Interes ng headlines that made the rounds during the period included the
following:
Ÿ JJ Brainwashes NDC Youth (Daily Guide, November 4, 2008). JJ (Jerry John
Rawlings) is a former President of the Republic of Ghana. He ruled the country
from 1992 to 2000. He is iden ﬁed with his unceasing poli cally-irrita ng talks.
In the story with the above headline, the ex-president was denigra ng the
ac vi es of the incumbent government and thus, appealed to the youth to
s ck to their posi ons of vo ng for his party.
Ÿ NPP Advises Nima Youth (Daily Guide, November 20, 2008). The New Patrio c
Party (NPP) was concerned about constant violence looming in Nima, a suburb
of the capital of the country, Accra. The an -social behaviour of the youth of
this area has always been of concern to the country. For instance, some of the
major past electoral violence took place in that part of the country.
Ÿ Frema Recruits Girls (Daily Guide, November 18, 2008). In this story, a
parliamentary candidate, Frema Osei-Opare, appealed to ladies of her Alma
Mata, University of Ghana, to campaign and ﬁght the course of the party to
which she belonged- the New Patrio c Party (NPP).
Other headlines include the following:
Ÿ Poli cal violence Worrying (Daily Graphic, November 10, 2008)
Ÿ Jonah Urges youth to Ensure Violence-free elec on (Daily Graphic, October
20, 2008);
Ÿ Students must not allow poli cians to use them (Daily Graphic, October 22,
2008)
The varied coverage of youth by the two newspapers illustrates what the
media/press are up to. Poli cal representa ons of young persons, by this
measurement, depend largely on the medium represen ng them. Daily Guide's
headlines, for instance, are worrying. Unlike the Daily Graphic, the headlines put
up by the Daily Guide are not in tandem with the generality of the picture painted
in the actual stories. For instance, JJ Brain Washes NDC Youth was a non-deserving
headline. The story was essen ally about an appeal the ex-president was making
to the youth to win their vote for his party.
Another story published on November 4, 2008, as reported by Razak Mardorgyz
Abubakar and Vincent Kubi of the Daily Guide, saw school children of St. Mary's
School in the Ashaiman, a suburb of the capital, Accra, march to the oﬃce of the
Municipal Chief Execu ve of the area to present a pe on to him, demanding that
a peaceful elec on prevailed. St. Mary's Preaches Peace was the headline, which
was followed up by this lead:
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Pupils of the St. Mary's Interna onal School in Ashaiman last Friday added
their voice to call for peace in the December 7 polls.
The ﬁrst paragraph (lead) of the story elucidates the awareness of the youth
themselves, towards the tendency of ci zens to engage in certain unwanted
ac vi es that could mar the conduct of elec ons. The second paragraph soundly
adds more depth. It states:
In a seven-point pe on presented to the Municipal Chief Execu ve,
Albert Boakye Okyere, by Master Emmanuel Antwi, a class four pupil of the
school, the children noted that the poli cal landscape was polluted and
thus called on poli cians to shun provoca ve speeches on poli cal
pla orms and rather have respect for their opponents.
At this level, the youth have knowledge, albeit cau ously, of the a tude of
poli cians themselves in the interference of a violence-free elec on. The youth's
concern towards the conduct of elec ons, which has their lives at stake, is
legendary. Finally, Daily Graphic, as a way of showing youth involvement and
interest in poli cs, covered a story in its October 31, 2008 edi on, with the
headline, NOYONAA Launches Campaign. The opening paragraph of the story
reads:
The Northern Youth for Nana Akufo-Addo (NOYONAA) has formally
launched a campaign to win poli cal power for the New Patrio c Party's
(NPP's) presiden al candidate in the three Northern regions
The third paragraph of the story is worth examining:
It was on the theme “Redeﬁning the economy of the North, the Role of the
Northern Youth under President Akufo-Addo.
The central idea of this story gives the impression that young people are
knowledgeable about certain roles that society ascribes to them, but would be
willing and able to perform those roles under the auspices of their preferred
choice of leadership. In summary, per Daily Guide's and Daily Graphic's coverage
of youth and poli cs, one basic observa on was eminent: there was overconcentra on of youth reports in nega ve aspects of poli cs than there were for
the posi ves. The nega ve aspects entailed minors making a empts to register in
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order to vote, youth of some poli cal par es a acking their poli cal opponents,
among others. Minors might make various a empts to vote, since it has now
come up that there is a drama c decrease in the par cipa on of the public in
elec ons in recent mes, “par cularly with respect to the involvement of young
people” (Carter and Allan 2005: 73).
Table 5: Youth and Educa on
October November
Daily Guide 06
10
Daily
13
28
Graphic
Total
19
38

January
19

February
06
21

Total
22
81

19

27

103

Another key area that was brought under the spotlight during the period was
educa on. The data presented above manifest that the media/press visualise
educa on as a core component of young people's lives. Interes ngly and
unsurprisingly, the state-owned media (Daily Graphic) was on top of this aspect of
repor ng. It recorded 81 out of the 103 stories reported by the two newspapers on
educa on. The coding in this sec on encircled poli cians' pledges to young people
in the area of educa on; government's sa sfac on with educa on policies;
successes chalked by young people in the educa on sector, students'
matricula on and scholarship packages for students.
There were instances where, in their perceived pursuance of educa on, young
people ended up falling on the wrong side of the law. Placed on record were
examina on malprac ces; unfair means of gaining admission into ter ary
ins tu ons, which they did by doctoring their result slips; engaging in
impersona ons; and involvement in disrup ve behaviours; among others. I refer
to such nega ve stories, engaging young people with educa on, as “educa on
crime”, which are presently a simmering problem for the Ghanaian government.
While most of the posi ve areas of youth and educa on repor ng appeared
important to the Daily Graphic, those that mainly portrayed young people as
insincere, dishonest and morally weak were catalogued by the Daily Guide.
The Daily Graphic covered stories which were cri cal of young people in the
educa on stories that it published in the pre and post-elec on periods. Some of
its promising headlines involving advice to students, sympathy for students,
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complaints and sugges ons included the following:
Ÿ 622 Students matriculate at GCUC (October 13, 2008). GCUC is an acronym
for Garden City University College. It is a private university located in Kumasi,
one of major ci es in Ghana.
Ÿ 1,159 Students admi ed to Greenhill College (October 13, 2008)
Ÿ Parents Complain about illegal fees (November 17, 2008)
Ÿ Empower girl-child through educa on (November 17, 2008)
Ÿ Desist from using fake documents (January 23, 2009)
Ÿ Bolga High School Students s ll at home (January 23, 2009).
Daily Guide on the other hand, despite its insigniﬁcant amount of coverage,
focused more on a bleak youth a tude in their engagement with educa on.
Some of the headlines they maintained in their publica ons included the
following:
Ÿ Deaf Pupils Under A ack (February 23, 2009)
Ÿ Students Stone Teachers (February 16, 2009)
Ÿ Fake Student Nurse Arrested (November 13, 2008)
Ÿ Pupils Abandon School for Café (November 19, 2008)
Ÿ Tutor Remanded for Raping Student (November 27, 2008)
Ÿ Student in Court (November 12, 2008)
As stated, the above headlines (not exhaus ve) present young people in a bad
taste. The headline, Students Stone Teachers, which was published in the
February 16, 2009 edi on of the newspaper, was a very controversial issue which
a racted public debate for a long me. In the said story, Sarah Aﬀul, a regional
correspondent of the paper, reported that:
A peaceful demonstra on being staged by teachers of the Eﬀutu
Secondary Technical School in the Central Region took a nasty turn when
the students began throwing stones at them.
The reporter con nued:
The teachers who were protes ng against the Head teacher, Rev. Dr.
Araba Grahl, for failing to pay them their teaching allowances had to run
to the staﬀ common room for cover as the stones came ﬂying at them.
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This story partly conﬁrms a nega ve image that young people are associated with.
In view of this, Sheila Brown's posi on on the descrip on of youth as a “problem”
for society, seen in the literature review (1998: 1), is not far from true. However,
two stories that could be classiﬁed as posi ve on the educa onal aspect of youth
presented in the Daily Guide are:
Ÿ Scholarships for 35 Students (November 4, 2008)
Ÿ SHS Feeding Grant Inadequate (November 5, 2008).
Table 6a: Youth and crime
October November
Daily Guide 13
4
Daily
06
7
Graphic
Total
19
11

January
08
18

February
11
13

Total
36
44

26

24

80

Table 6a is symbolic of the youth-crime nexus. Both newspapers amassed eighty
stories. Daily Guide collected 36 out of the 80, with 13 recorded in October; 4 in
November; 8 in January and 11 in February. Daily Graphic had the higher number
of crime stories, 44- 6 reports in October; 7 in November, 18 in January and 13 in
February.
These were records of serious crime and violent stories that the newspapers had
interests in. Rape (individual and gang), deﬁlement, armed robbery, indecent
assault, kidnap, among others, were some of the crimes that were linked to young
people. These stories witnessed the construc on of youth as either perpetrators
or vic ms of crime, an impetus of Muncie's (1999: 10) argument that young
people are either “dangerously criminal or naively vulnerable to physical a ack.”
Table 6b: Vic ms or perpetrators of crime
Perpetrators Vic ms
Daily Guide
27 (75%)
9 (25%)

Total
36 (100%)

Daily Graphic

30 (68.1%)

14 (31.8%)

44 (100%)

Total

57

23

80

80
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As far as the ﬁndings of table 6b are concerned, of the 36 crime stories that
appeared in the Daily Guide, 75 percent of them portrayed young people as
perpetrators of crime, whereas 25 percent of them presented them as vic ms. For
Daily Graphic, 30 ar cles (represen ng 68.1 percent) out of its 44 stories painted
young people as perpetrators, while they were ﬁgured out in 14 other stories
(represen ng 31.8 percent) as vic ms of crime.
This generally large coverage of crime stories by the newspapers is a
demonstra on of the newspapers' interest in ma ers of youth crime. And in view
of the frequency, the newspapers would want us to believe that young people are
capable of causing harm, than they could be harmed. Some crime stories that
were captured by the newspapers included the following:
Ÿ

Boy, 18, Caught Red-Handed. (Daily Guide, February 24, 2009)

The lead reads:
An 18year old boy who stole various items from his neighbours and hid
under their bed has been hauled to an Accra magistrate court and charged
with two counts of unlawful entry and stealing.
The details of the story had it that the complainant in the case had asked her
children to take care of her room for her to buy provisions to stock a store she
owned. The accused, who lives in the same neighbourhood with the complainant,
took advantage of her absence, entered her room, locked it inside and was
undertaking his “duty”. He was however unlucky as he was apprehended by the
complainant upon her return home.
The next story, Two Jailed for Gang Raping (Daily Graphic, January 12, 2009) is
intriguing. The opening paragraph: The circuit Court has pronounced a 17-year jail
term on two men for gang-raping a 13-year-old girl at Bremang, a suburb of
Kumasi. In the second paragraph: The convicts, Nana Ankomah and Kwame
Amponsah, aged 18 and 22, were sentenced to seven and ten years in jail
respec vely, a er pleading guilty to the oﬀence. Using the age measurement of
the study, it is obvious that this crime had young people both as vic ms and
perpetrators of the crime.
Finally, another crime story that was commi ed by a young person with an adult
JOCMAS 4th Edi on

81

accomplice reads: Seven Remanded in Custody for Rape: Seven persons who
allegedly robbed and raped a German woman at the Tema Mighty Beach have
been remanded in custody by the Tema Circuit Court. The accused aged between
18 and 27 pleaded not guilty to robbery, rape and indecent assault. They would reappear on January 22.
In the outline of the above headlines that mainly presented young people as
perpetrators of crime, the intensity of the reports and the detailed descrip on by
the reporters in these stories are enough to situate the newspapers in respect of
their concentra on on unfavourable aspects of youth repor ng. One depressing
revela on deduced from the crime stories in the newspapers is the length and
media a en on that they received. It was realised from the table that crime
stories in which young people were perpetrators were more detailed and in-depth
than those that saw them as vic ms. For their inﬂuen al and instrumental role in
informing the “public about the youth” (Muncie, 1999: 9), the newspapers could
be accused of celebra ng the failures of young people than their successes and
instances when they are prone to danger.
Sensa onal Banner Headlines
In their pursuit of presen ng a certain image of the youth outlook to the general
populace, newspapers could engage in the produc on of sensa onal banner
headlines. There are diﬀerent mo ves for this par cular undertaking. There could
be the mo ve of a rac ng readers to the paper, inten onally exaggera ng for the
purpose of enriching a long standing cynicism on the part of the writer or
newspaper against an individual or group. Most of these headlines spark oﬀ panic
and alarm in society. On purely compara ve basis, there was no occurrence of
sensa onal headline captured in the Daily Graphic, as opposed to the suﬃciently
large propor on that was seen in the Daily Guide.
Three of such stories are to be examined. The ﬁrst of such stories was cap oned:
NDC Thugs Beat Students (November 12, 2008, front page). The opening
paragraph of the story reads: The ongoing voter transfer exercise took a nasty turn
in Cape Coast when some heavily-built men, believed to be members of the
opposi on Na onal Democra c Congress (NDC), beat up some students who
wanted to transfer their votes to the metropolis. The headline of this story is clearly
sensa onal. The cap on and the lead of the story are in opposi onal terms. While
the headline suggests speciﬁcity, in view of the perpetrators of the act, the lead
maintains some level of doubt, with its use of the expression, “believed to be
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members of the opposi on Na onal Democra c Congress (NDC).” In furtherance,
the lead tries to present the image of the supporters of the opposi on in a
distasteful fashion. This was just a mere occurrence that could be carried out by
anybody. Interes ngly, the students who were undergoing the exercise had not
openly declared their support for any poli cal party. The story con nues:
Five Students had been rushed to the hospital by the me the Electoral
Commission (EC) suspended the exercise, with the NDC macho men
threatening mayhem.
The macho men, supported by other NDC ac vists, invaded the oﬃces of
the Cape Coast Metropolitan Assembly (CCMA) where the Electoral
Commission (EC) had a centre for the transfer of votes, to prevent some of
the students of the University of Cape Coast Polytechnic (C-poly) from
transferring their votes to Cape Coast. The incident occurred when a group
of students from UCC and C-poly were allegedly bused to the place to
transfer their votes.
By close examina on, it is unsure whether the reporter was actually aware of the
facts of the case. It was pointed out in the ﬁrst paragraph that the perpetrators of
the act were “believed” to be aﬃliated to the NDC but in the third paragraph, the
reporter asserted that the “macho men” were “supported by other NDC ac vists”,
meaning this me, the poli cal iden ty of the men had been conﬁrmed This
epitomizes the reporter's vested interest in an aspect of the issue.
The second story is headed: NPP Woman Stabbed (October 14, 2008, p2).
According to the story, the woman was stabbed for singing 'Naa Nana Naa Shuo.'
Details of the story had it that a 23-year-old woman, who was singing the campaign
song of the presiden al candidate of the New Patrio c Party in the 2008 general
elec on, was stabbed in the abdomen by a man in her vicinity. The introduc on of
the story explains that:
Janet Nyankoah, 23, a resident of Kakasunaka No. 1, near Tema, last
Wednesday narrowly escaped death a er she was allegedly stabbed for
singing the campaign song of the New Patrio c Party.
The vic m, who had a wound in her le abdomen, said the mely
interven on of neighbours saved her life when Efo Yaw, the alleged
assailant stabbed her a er they had been separated from a scuﬄe.
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It is s ll unclear why one could be stabbed for merely singing a song of her poli cal
party. Paragraph ﬁve of the story, reveals the mo ve behind the a ack:
She said when they reached their neighbourhood at about 2030 hours,
Yaw emerged from a kiosk and scolded them for making noise and
disturbing him. This led to an argument and subsequently a scuﬄe
between the vic m and Yaw which a racted a lot of people to the scene.
The point here is that the actual cause of the ac on had been concealed in the
story, while the headline painted an en rely diﬀerent picture. To encapsulate, the
vic m (the young person) had been wrongly situated in the headline and the
opening paragraph of the story.
Discussion and Conclusion
Summarising, the issue of sensa onalism, as iden ﬁed in the news accounts of the
Daily Guide is an apparent demonstra on of the likely improper situa on of young
people within news stories of newspapers that have vested interests in certain
areas and issues. From the scene captured here, the media's contributory role in
demoralising young people cannot be miscalculated. Youth representa on trends
in modern-day media/press repor ng before and a er elec ons were the
concerns of this study. Content and textual analyses were used as the
methodological tools to explore this area of research. The ﬁndings and analysis of
the research have largely dealt with, in dis nc ve propor ons, the research
ques ons proposed.
The level of youth representa on in the media/press was a per nent area of
interest to this study. It was realised from the ﬁndings that there was a high
coverage and representa on of young people in the media. With 291 ar cles
covered in four months, the media should be interested in ac vi es of young
people. Explaining why the media/press show delight in youth construc ons,
McRossie (1993, cited in Miles, 2000: 1) stated that it is because media/press are
aware that young people “represent a major investment for society.”
The point here is that with the somewhat apparent coverage of youth, the media
are aware that young people are the future leaders and as such deserve such
extensive coverage. It should be smartly men oned that the direc on of youth
construc on in the newspapers is important. As there was a consistent
highligh ng of nega ve over posi ve youth stories, stories on young people in the
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Revela ons from this study showed that the trend of youth repor ng in
newspapers is not ge ng any be er, as the media/press' descrip ons of youth are
not divergent of what other researchers in this ﬁeld have found. Researchers such
as Brown (1998), observing the a tudes of youth, have argued that youth “is
contemporaneously expected to be an age of deviance, disrup on and
wickedness” (Brown 1998: 3).
But as suggested in the literature review, when we subject this media deﬁni on of
youth to an intellectual discourse, it would be ascertained that not every young
person is expected to be a deviant (Wilson and Ashton, 2001). From these authors'
perspec ve, commi ng an oﬀence is an inevitable aspect of the life of every
young person. However, the varied nature and the involvement of par cular
youths across diﬀerent spheres, in overt ac vi es and at diﬀerent mes are
expected to give rise to society's expecta ons of them, as opposed to the
a ribu on of torn characteris cs to brandish the en re genera on of youth.
The study has proven an insigniﬁcant coverage of youth engagement with poli cs.
It does not really tell that young people are not interested in poli cs. Viewed from
the discourse of responsibili es innate to ci zenship and the nature of coverage,
there was suﬃcient proof to reﬂect on young people as observers than
par cipants of poli cs. The few stories that they featured in, some of which were
analysed, explicitly exposed their interest and concern in ma ers of poli cs.
Unsurprisingly, images of youth involved in criminal ac vi es were dominant in
the newspapers. In the three areas of youth repor ng that were put up in the
coding, there were numerous criminal ac vi es iden ﬁed in all of them. All stories
were not nonfactual though; most of the images presented about young people
were “not just quan ta vely dominated by a one-sided image of youth, but that
the image is qualita vely exaggerated and misleading” (ibid).
Observably, the best thing that happened to young people during the four-month
period was their placement as sources of news items in a few cases. No reasonable
channels of communica ons had been availed to them to interact with the press.
Both newspapers had no speciﬁc pages reserved for interac ons with young
people. This seems to explain scanty three stories recorded under opinions and
comments column in both papers during that period. It therefore remains an issue
that young people's rela onship with the press, even in modern mes is s ll a
ma er of 'don't call us, we'll call you' (Lewis, Inthorn and Jorgensen, 2005: 31)
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In addi on, the press' denial of young people reaching them is a conﬂic ng
situa on of the feedback channel that is expected to exist between the press and
their message recipients. Interes ngly enough, compared to young people, older
ci zens were given logical amount of space to share their experiences and also
respond to debates in the papers. By observing this, it would be a ra onal
argument that the media deliberately deny the youth access to them.
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